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A brief Enquiry into Leagues and Con= 
federacies made betwixt Princes and 
Nations, with the Nature -of their 
Obhigation. © 


T- which gives the formal obligation 
to all Contrads both public and pri- 
vate, thoſe betwixt Princes and Go- 
vernments, and thoſe betwixt- particular Per- 
ſons, . is the will or afſent of the Perſons con- 
tracting. And what the mind-or meaning and 
intention of thoſe Perſons was at the time of 
their contraQing, that, and no more, is the 
Subje& matter contained in the contract. ITadd 
thoſe words 20 more , becauſe 'in watters of 
Pa& and Promiſe, as no Man 1s obliged to what 
he never aſſented, ſo no Man can aflent to 
what he never mtended. be 
But theſe Acts of the will and-mind of Men 


are intrinsic, ſecret, and not known, till mani _ 


teſted and declared by ſome outward sign, ſuch 
as words, which' of all others are the molt; na- 
tural and proper signification- of ;our inward 


ſentiments. Now a Man having signified his 
| 2 meaning 


4p - 
meaning by his words, andthereby alſo teſtified 
his goed thereto, the obligation of his Will be- 
comes extended to- emprehend, not his intrin- 


fie meaning only, but his words alſo. - Ahd he 


is bound to the true - and juſt performance of 
them, as they. are the declarative teſtimony 
madeby himſelf of his inviſible, and otherwiſe 
unknown i intention. 

And feaſt weſhould ſiiſlbein the dark, con- 
cerning the meaning of the very words them- 
ſelves, Reaſon ditates, that in matters of Con- 


trafithey oughrto be given,andeaken alſo(with- 


out manifeſt cauſe to_ the contrary,) in-thetr 


moſt plainand ſimple ſenſe, according to their 


ular uſe, © arid received Propriety. ' For 


ContiaQs and Covenants transfer a Right from: 


one-Mantoanother,and if every Man were left 


at liberty in his own cauſe, and to his own ad-- 


vantage, ether to Subſticate or Suborn what 
tactt-meaning he pleaſes, thangh never fo re- 
pugnantto his words; or toafx what Senſe he 
_ upon his words, though ncver fo difagrec- 
to-his otherways ſignified intention; theſe, 
had either- of theſe, if "admitted; would ſub- 
vert the faith of -all Contradts. Things ſtipu- 
lated betwixt Man and Man would be under. 
boſe: uncertainties; no.Mans Right could be 
known,. 
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known, and Controverſies would be cndlef-. 
Things deſtruftive to humane: Society, . and 
which: introduce Gonfuſon, into - the Moral 
World. 

Bar Clill tis true. elſo, that. a mans. obliged. 
to no more, than what his will and intention 
wasto oblige himſelf unto; nor doe his words 
ſuperinduce any new obligation upon. him, but 
onelydeclareatormer ariling from hiswward af 
ſept,and cqnſequently extend that former Obli- 
gation towhat.is now declared, And havenopow- 


er toalter his ſecret meaning bur onely to teſtifie 
it. And are not to beconſidered as disjoind from 


1t, but conjoind with it. 'And it a man does 
4p rightly expreſs what he truly means, he 

unhappy therein, and,it may involv him.in 
ble and: inconvenience. ,; Yet if by themoſtX 


probable conjeftures. it can be found, that: Hm 


Quid? verbs - 
'ſatss hoc Can- 


erat ? Mie- 
me . Que? res 


true meaning was different from what his words; igitur waht? 


ſcemingly import, equity will relieve him; by 


aluntas. N# - 
fi tacit, nc 


preferring his meaning beiore: his words. © Nay ele puſee 
br umni 

if che meaning of mem-in their mutual PaQts anno arcremur, 

Stpulations could certainly be khawn withourZo oper? 


words, the. ſupcraddition of words. would b:/* mn que: 


wholly uſeleſs and {upertluous. 


ampedirent 
ſe --— xy indi - 


Theretore in the: Interpretation of all CONF lmexrem. Ci. 
tracts, that. which primartly and principally Koa. pre Au 


to 


tobe regarded in caſe any doubt ariſes, is, 
what the mind or intention of the ContraQors 
was. And this muſt be colleCted from all the pro- 
bable ſigns and mdications not only of words 
whither © ſpoken or written, but of other 
rational ConjeQures, fetch'd from their ſeveral 
Topics of Precedent Cauſes,concurrmg Circum- 
Ntances, neceſſary Conſequents or effe&sand the 
kke. And where there is no Reaſon to the con- 
_ trary, nothing of abſurdity that would follow, 
or whichadmitted would render the Contrad& 
wfelefs; we ought to ſtand to the Propriety of 
the words ; yet ſtill with this difference, that 
in matters odious they ought to be reſtrain'd 
to their narroweſt ſignification, in matters fa- 
_ Sourable enlarged to'their full latitude, in both 


; according as the Nature of the thiug, and the 


Equity of the caſe ſhall direct. But never to be 
extended to things unlawful, impoſlible, con- 
..trary and repugnant, abſurd and irrational. 

©. Whar's unlawful a man ought not to will, and 
it he does, his A& morally confideredis a nul- 
lity, and ſo not obligatory. What's impoſliblc 
he-cannor' perform, and-{o m vain ro ,will it. 
Contraries he cannot will at the {ame time be- 
cauſe repugnant. 'And'tis to be preſum'd,that 
2 man of Reaſon will not will what's irrational]. 


It 


SI BY 
"Tt 'was | a - manifeſt Caption 'and  Cayil 

in the Royrans,: who being to divice -the Ships 

betwixt-them and Antiochus by equal ſhares, 

cut every Ship into two equal parts. For half ,. .... PR 

the Ships, according to. the uſual Propriety of Nevims. 

the words, is. not the-half of every: Ship. cat 

aſunder, but half of their entire number, with 

reſpe@& firſt had to their goodneſs and dimen- 

fions.. 1011-4. 

Afﬀer the ſecond Punic War. it was' Cove- It wasnot”. 
nanted by League, that the Carthagenians ,,," ws 
ſhauld not have or wage War: with any withego-* 5 
out leave of the Roman: People: The word 
War is generical and partible into the two Spe- 
cies of znvaſis and defenſiv.' The Queſtion 
is, whether in this caſe it ſhafl be extended;tro- 
both Species, or reſtrained only to Invaſiv.. 

Here tis to be confidered that the ſubject matter 
of the Queſtion is of a thing odious and bur- 
denſome, viz. the Diminution of Liberty, both- 
Civil and Natural.. For Nature allows every 
mana- Right of defending- himſelf, by, repelling: 
force with force, and if every man, then much: 
more a Politick Society. The Equiry of thir- 
caſe directs us to believe that the Carthagenians, 
would not renounce ſo neceffary a. Right... The: 
propriety of the word War is ſalv'd wellenough: - 


by. 


g- " 


byreſteaining it tothe Principal Speciesvf War, * 
wi. Invaſive, which: carties/ with-it-4 greater 
oftenration of power -tharr-a-Detenſive. Thus 
in a matter Odiozs, the Equity of the/Caſe di- 
reQing, and the 'Propriety of 'the Words ha- 
ving or Waging Wat allowing; they ſhall be 
conſtrued, 'ofily to- reſtrain- the . Carthagenians 
from any Hoſtile Aggreſſion or Invaſion. of o- 
thers, but not from the erty Defence of 
themſelves when attaqu'd by an Enemy. 

- But ſuppoſe" the words of the ſaid Leagne 
had been to forbid the Carthagenians the fur- 
niſhing or relieving - any Enemy of the Rowan 
People with Arms.' Here the word Arms is 
hkewiſe general, and may be divided? into 
Offenſive and Defenfive. ' The: Queſtion is, 
whither 1n this- caſe-it ſhall be taken 'general- 
ly ro comprehend all Arms, or - reſtrichivly to 
Arms . offenſiv onely, which are the/nobler 
fort'of Arms, and {ometimes the Nobler ſpe: 
cies'ts taken for the whole Geaus, as in- the 
former! Caſe of | Wax. If we proceed by the 
former method *we ſhall ind, that the matter 
of the'Queſtion isof a thing Favourable and Be- 
ficial, viz. the hindring the-Reliet ofan Ene- 
my. Thar'theiintentionalEquity'of the Caſe is 
to debar an Enemy from all "Inſtruments of 
Hoſtility 
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Hoſtility, not only:thoſe whoſe proper ule 1s 
to. hurt. as Swords, Bows, - Javelins, | G&c. 
but thoſe alſo whoſe proper-uſe .15 to! repel 
all. Hoſtile hure, ſuch, as ' Shields, Helmets; 
Coats of Maile.or what elſe were the uſe of 
that Age. -But ſo as not to extend the words 
beyond." che. Subject ;matrer ,of , Arms, ': to 
Clothes, Victuals and the like, for ſuch arenot 
Arms,” and though they repel. Hurt as.cold 
and Hunger,yct tis not Hoſtile hurt. And we 
fnd alſo. that the; propriety of the words 
beſt agrees here with their largeſt Accepraz 
tion. Tis clear therefore that in:this : Caſe 
the releiving of , an Enemy with Arms, ſhall 
be underſtood Contrary to what, in the for- 
mer, not. reftrictiyely to. Arms 'offenſive 
onely, bur extenſively fo as to, Comprehend 
. all Arms whatſoever. 


All - Leagues and Confederacies properly 
ſo called, made and contracted berwixt Prin- 
ccs and Nations, are but the Deductions 
and; Political Rcſults'6f natural juſtice and 
Wildem, as they are: paracularly; applicable 
co. the preſent Emergencies of State. Juſtice 
Examuns their Principles, WHdom their Ends. 
So; that. if two or , more: Princes Confeder- - 
| B | atc 


WH # %l4 
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ate together againſt a Third, whom tehy 
Declare their Common Enemy, - And the 
War ſo declared bein its Nature Marufeſtly + 
unjuſt, this is an ill grounded War through 
detect of the Principle, and is rather a Com- 

1c: ligande. bination then a League, for every League 
both in name and natureimphes a Tie or ob- {+ 

ligation, But To Prince is tied to be unjuſt. 

Suppoſe then the War to be as to its. Princ1- 
ple, juſt, and ſo the League mutially good, 
yer if by the neceflary Concomitants and 
Confequents thereof it be found that in the 
Event 1t will certainty involv one of the 

Confederates in apparent ruin and deftruc- 
tion, This if continued 1s an ilk advifed War; 
and the obhgation to 1t ceaſes through defe&t 
ofthe End. For no Prince is bound to deftroy 
himſelf. And the proper and adequate end 
of all Leagues and. Alliances betwixt Princes 
and Governments 1s the fafety and benefit of 
cach others Crownand Pcoplc. 


dey ry WP, there be Principal and Acceſſory in a 
England Prix: War, and the Principal be ſatisfied as to the 
tu wn termsand conditions of Peace offered, the 
Holland. other Prince who is but the Acceſſory ought 
to- acquicſce, 'But if both be-Prmcipals, the 
J; c one 
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one is free to purſue his Right though the 
other dcliſts. | | 


A Prince cannot oblige himſclt to. conti- 
nue a War during the pleaſure of his Confe- 
derate or which 1s all one, not to make a 
Peace without the others conſent. When I 
ſay he canzot, I mean not any Civil Impo- 
tency or defect of power on the partof the 
Prince, but a moral impoſſibility or repug- 
nancy on the part of the thing. And if a 
Treaty be couch'd in ſuch like terms, they 
are cither meerly inſignificant, or muſt ad- 
mit of ſome equitable conſtruction to make 
them reducible toa practical ſenſe. For o- 
therwiſe according to the rigour - of the 
Letter ſuch Words would oblige a Prince 
to continue an. unreaſonable an uutunely - 
a calamitous War, onely to gratific the Am- 
bition,will, or humour of another. And this 
will be to tie a Prince to do what he is already 
tied not to do, which is a Moral Contra- 
diction. 


But put Caſe the. Treaty obliges both Prin- 
ces. to continue the War by a Conjunction 
of forces till both may obtain reaſonable 

B 2 Condition 
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 Candicions from their Common' Enemy. Tn 
this Caſe cach Prince ſhall have the Fudgment 
not onely of his own but ofthe others con- 
ditions alſo, fo. far forth as rhey relate to 
the* continuance - or diſcontinuance/of the 
War on his parc,” elfe upon pretext that” his 
Conditions are not reaſonable, the one may 
everlaſtingly Opiniaſtre the War- and' Con- 
ſequently engage the other1n "RRNY his 
4jngle* pleaſure. 


All Leagues -and Contracts as well with 
Princes as with private Perſons arc ever” mu- 
raal and reciprocal, and arc always madebec: 
rwixe two- parties at tewelt, and where there 
are but rwo in [the contra; ifone of them 
departs from it, tis *no lJonger' & contract. 
Now a Prince.by the -non' pertorimance of 
every material point! contained in the 
League or Treaty violats the Faith: thereof 
and- departs from'the Ecague it fel And. 
- this non performance onthe-part of the one 
Prince does not operate by way of invef(- 
ting inthe other a power or moral faculty 
of breaking or nonperforming with himmn a 
mateer of rhe like nature ; for then 1t-would 
cantamoune to this, becauſe ons 1s-falfe to 
INC .. 
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bndingk in - 


operates by. way. of. annulling and avoiding 


che whole League, as having no-longer any 
obligation in-1t., It becomes.,a,mcer.canceld 
Bond, and.1s ſo; far from.-being,.. an agrees 
ment. that in the ifſuc and cttc&ts it proves a 


Diſagreement, - 


-. No. Prince is hound. by any. iLeague, to! 
periſh ſingly or.in 'company with another, * 
and the ſafety, welfare and. proſperity ot: tys. 
Pcople,are his. Primary; obligation... Firſt j1n. 
Time and; firſt; in, Dignity, , to | which, All 
Treaties and Tranſactions with forraun Prin- 
ccs are but ſccondary and.ſubſcrvient, net 
ther can any, ofthemybe pleaded to evacuate, 
that original; and., fundamental obligation. 
And.chough. private Perſons. may in ſeveral, 
Inſtances contra&t to.their own. great, Hurt 
and Dammage,, and: ſtill be bound up, there- 
by,; yet tis otherwiſe, with Princes 1 theur, 
public and politic capacities þecaule of rhe. 
Conjugate Intereſt - of Prince .and.. Pcople. 
Forasmuch, asa Prince cannot greatly hurc 


himſelf without hurtyng them to.che preſer- 


© 


vation of whom, and to -the ,procuring. of 


whoſe. good;and; bencfir,, hc. is already. pre: 
: 10gaged... 


© 
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itigaged In which ſenſe tis infallibly trae, 
Aftus Pofterior non prejudicat priort. 


Princes, in their making Leagues and con- 
federacies each with other,take their meaſures 
from the Conſideration of the preſent poſ- 
ture and condition of their Aﬀarrs in the 
whole complex of them both at home and a- 
broad. If the fame reaſons and inducements 
remain, which firſt moved them to enter into 
the League,not to perſiſt init would be levity 
atleaſt, and if conjoind with a deſign of de-. 
cieving and hurting another no lefs then per- 
fidy. Fur if a new Scene of affairs opens quite 
different from the former, if unexpected Ac- 
cidents fall out which Chang the reaſon of 
the Caſe, ſuch, as if either of the Confede- 
rates could have had the foreknowledg of, 
He would never havecntercd into the League. 
here the cauſe of1t ceaſes. The foundation 
fails. The Prince is to conſult 'the preſenc 
conjuncture, to take other meaſures ſuited 
and adapted to the now State of things. For 
to debara Prince from accommodating his 
Councils to new and unforcſeen Emergen- 
cies. 1s equally abſurd,as to oblige a mariner 
not to ſhift his ſails according to the _ 
O 
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of the Winds. A Prince thinks it juſt and 
reaſonable under his preſent circumſtancesto 
enter into. a Society of: Arms with: another, 
and be Confederate: with:hinna common 
War. The Condition of his Afﬀairs. after- 
wards changes, andas then conſidered, ren-- 
ders the War unreaſonable, His people-fall 
intodiftempers at home ; .his Arms merc 
requiſite elſewhere. The continuation. of the 
War followed with atrain '0f fatal Conſe-- 
quences at firſt; nor-ſo cafily difcoverable. 

In this Caſe:the Prince needs none to diſpente 
or abfoly him: , if any other could doit: be-- 
fides the Perſon contracted with, from. the 
Tic and Bond' of his Confederacy. He: was: 
never obliged under theſe + Circumſtances,, 
nothing of this cafe. was included inthe 
League,. and therefore tactly cxcepred j-the 
then, State and ; condition: of: his Aﬀaurs,. 
which was the, moving and-leading caufe'to. 
his conſenting to it; 15 now: quine differetic 
and become another thing,: and. the former: 
.motivsto-x War are now changedunto More. 
powertulargiuments fora. Pcacc:! 


Tis the Came 1 all es and — = 


.&v3x6-priyate perſons ;- they are —— 
I 
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[the tacit condicion of Things abiding in the 
fame flate;' '//Nor: as at huniane Aﬀt: arrs could 
Jong: rabiderwichoutochangy2bur tis: meant 
condt:cof #hings.rclating-to'the Pact or Pr6- 

maſc, fuch as contribured-ro'the Being'sf it, 
-and without whichirmplicd ic had' not /becn 
limadeto>q 2H oidinoing 3; 2117 22914 
oor er ent; honor 15 anginoAtib on: 


4 cxdem >) For\Example,-I promiſe:my- friend Twill 


que furme -peheve him'as long'asIiveand never ſaffer - 


rn «pe inc aratir. [Bur Cwasthehiin the poſſe(T] 
2 cs. onof i glenriful forme; ati now-reduded 
=. 20 pemury; fothat whar Thave barely ſuf. 
rl" 65 any ibwin neteſitis.'s Hereiny- promiſe 
lends © onpind$ inc not; Nature reaching and Chari- 
Sec: Hopefimicring) rot prefer wy IfelE, Parking 
4: 4. 35 pry rien becomes/a <Criminalito che 'State, 
and by:Law, though a ſubſequent one;/Iam 
forbid corclieve:.lmm-cHere/my Duty to the 
Govetnmenctorcoludes'mypromiſsOr if an 
'Uſurper forbits-me under Capital Pehaltics, 
thoughTowehinzno'thury: of: Obedience;yer 
delpreſervation/acquitome.. /Nor cinithe 
ſuppoſed thatÞtheawt eo: obligerhy RIF th 
ſupply anothers wants, with the Iofs or im- 


* = -” 0 


. 


-munent:hazard:gf my | own lite:? © Perhaps I 
Ppromuſed.'ro. 2 friend; arid he afterwards 
ET | es 


turns 
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turns miy enemy, and what I intended-for 
his good he perverts to my hurt, here I 
may juſtly retract my abuſed. benefit. Inti- 
nite Caſes may be framed, whercin the 
chang of things ſhall change the Reaſon, and *' 
conſequently: the Obligation of a Promiſe. 
And though whenIpronuſed, I did not cau- 
tion expreſly againſt ſuch Accidents. and E- 
vents, under which I would be under- 
ſtood not to be bound, becauſe I could . 
not know nor foreſee them all ; yet common 
and. univerſal Reaſon ſhall be pleaded in aid 
of the weakneſs of my private underſtanding. 
For barc words ought not to be extended 
to over-rule the: reaſon of things, but on the. 
contrary, the reaſon of things ought to rc- . 
gulate the interpretation of worc's. And all 
Stipulations and contracts confiſt as well of 
what 1s rationally implied as what 1s verbal- 
ly cxprelſled, 


But if Common Reaſon and cquity be juſt- 
ly pleaded in benefic of a private: Perſon 
where: his Life and Fortune lye at Stake, how 
much more ſhall ic be in the Caſe of a Prince, 
where the Conſervation of a Community is 
concernd. And it unforeſ{cen Accidents fall 

þ out 
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out in the ordinary Occurrences of humane 
Life, how much oftner in the' Caſe of a War, 


that Grand Scene of Viciſſitudes and muta< © 


bility. 


The caſe of the Grbeonrtes recorded in Sa- 
ered Hiſtory, who by. Surreption and not 
withouta fraudulcne Lye, obtained a League, 
wherein they yeilded their Perſons Slaves and 
Bondmen to Redeem their Lives , will, if 
duly examined make -nothing towards the 


invalidating of what's before affirmed, as. 


may to his ſaitsfaction be feen by him who 


has theleifure to conſult Grorzzs in his 2d, - 


Book de Fure Belli ac Pacis Cap. 13. Paragr.g. 


lend In Caſe rwo Princes be Confederates in a 
Gafedrare War againſt a third,and one of them by Ho- 


. IW/; 4 as ; ut , , n ; 
ns nt file Provocations Occaſionally arifing from 


France this War, or by Voluntary deſign Engages. 


the ſame tine 


meer «- himſelf ina new War againſt a fourth Prince, 
epi" who 1s a Friend and Allie of the ocher Con- 


keef England federate; to the Multiplication till of more. 


Wars by a Superfztation. In this Caſe the 


ſtate of - Aﬀairs- is:quite altered from what 


it was when the League was firſt centred into, 
and that other Confederate will labour -un- 
Tt | dcr 


T9 oeo—_—_—_ 2. ww w—_— 
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der.. a-double diſadvantage, For firſt, the 
Forces of his Confederate will by this new 
War be diſtracted and divided, and conſe- 

uently more of the burden and danger : of 
S War devoly'd npon him. _ 2dly. The 
afliſtance which he gives his Conftederare, 
and which is intended for maintenance of the 
War againft a Common Enemy, will either 
wholly or in. part be diverted toa War a-. 
e2inſt his own Allie ; and by this means 
ſha!l with one hand Fight againſt his Enemy, 
and with the other againt-lis Friend. And 
in: Caſe the Conſervation of the Amity of 
that Allie be of great uſe to him and his Peo- 
ple, and his true Intereſt complicated there- 
with, he ſhall now become Engaged in an 
unnatural War againſt himſclt. 


But put the Caſe {till Stronger. Suppoſe it 
was caution'd in the Treaty of the League, 
that if the War which the two Confederates 
were t0 make againit a third Prince or - State 
thould :occafiona new War againſt one of 
thoſe Confederats from a fourth Prince, 
that in ſuch: Caſe both the ſaid Confederates 
ſhould {ll afliſt each: other in the Profecu- 
ton of the War, and morcoyer declare 

D: 2 that 
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that fourth Prince or' State' their Common 
Enemy. Here ar” unforeſeen - Accident 'or 
unexpected change 'cannot be pleaded, be-' 
canſe this new War 1snort onely ſuppoſed: 
but provided againſt by expreſs Covenant. 


To this T anſwer two ways. Firſt if one 
of the Confederates has already a League and 
Alliance with that fourth Prince , againſt 
whom this new War '1s to be undertaken, 
and no violation of the League on the part 
of that Prince, that Provifo-how expreſs fo- 
eyer 1s abſolutely Void. For no Prince is ob- 

lged in compliance with his Word to a new 

Confederate to break his Faith with an old 
One, and where Contracts prove repugnant 
_ one to another, the firſt ſtands good, the: 
ſecond 1s a nullity. 


If it be ſaid there has been a violation of 
the League on the part of that Prince by his 
giving Afiiſtance- to an- Enemy. As in the 
Caſe now before us, Spain afliſts Holland' 
with whom England 1s at War. Tothis will 
be. anſwered Spain aſſiſts not Holand'againſt 
England, but againſt France. And never did 
any League or Treaty forbid.a Prince, or can 


4 Ta tor bid. 
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forbid'him'to- afſiſt his Friend, againſt his 
own; and:his-Friend's Common Enemy, for 
this were utterly to ſubyert the fundamental 
Principels and Maxims- of all Political Pru- 
dence and Reaſon. 


But Secondly, though this Accident of a 
new War ariſing with another Prince was 
ſuppoſed, © yet many others' as - weighty as 
that may fall out wholly unforeſeen, for tis 
not poſſible for humane underſtanding to: 
Enumerate all furure Contingencies: Perad-- 
venture the diſpoſitionof a Prince's Aﬀairs av 
home, the temper. of his. People, ſome im- 
portant Conſiderations of a private nature 
and not fit to be Publiſhed, may render a 
' peace: Abſolutely Neceflary, of which the 
Prince is the ſole Fudg. And if upon: ſeriaus: 
and mature thoughts he finds his[nducements. 
Real. not Feigned, Weighty not Frivolous;. 
not Levity or Inconſtancy in the Caſe; but 
Neceſlity, and ſuch a one as he ſuffers under, - 
not ſought for by: im to- palliatea fraud. 
If upon fuch Circumſtances he Treats a Peace: 
excluſive. of his. Confederate; who upon.no-- 
uce given hiny, refuſes to be Included, cfpe- 


- Elally it. juſt and: honorable Conditions be. 
oftered, 
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offeted him from hisEncmyahcadoguateEnd 
of all juſt Arms, and' which when rejected 
may make a War Originally juſt become uri- 

juſt; Ifay info docing the Fatthand Honour 
of the Prince remain unblenuh'd.' Nor is ib 
any more Imputation to him then to the 
Maſter ofa ShipBound upon aVoiage;thotigh 
itrequires'haft, not to put out to Sea when 
the Wind 4s :contrary,or to put back to Dord 
when the: ——_ ariſcs. .. 


For no [Inaokd-Comautt Niu 
or Conditions: may be admitted 60 unterpoſe 
betwixt the ſafety and welfare of a Prince:or 
People, all-ſuch are dire&tly contrary to: the 
Intention of the Contractors and the End of 
the Contract; And arc;nothing but 'Words 
depraved and diſtorced from their genuine 
meaning by the Artifice of them, who would 
cither preſerve or aggrandiſe themſclyes n_ 
anorhets Ruine. | 


And as no ano underftanding can E- 
numerate all furure Accidents, ſo no finite 
being can engage its ſelf againſt all future E- 
vents, This 1s a task onely - for Ommiſcience 


and A for an infinitely extended 
VViddom, 
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Wiſdom, which overtakes Futuritics, and for: 
a Power Commenſurate to that Wiſdom: |! 


The Honour ofa Prince, which1s his mo- 
ral Conſcience, 15 too: Nice and Delicat a 
thing. for the ungentle touch ofa private 
hand. And tis difficult to give a particular: 
ſolution to all the Phenomena without an ex-+ 
act knowledg of the Original Treaties, with: 
their Relatives, Dependencies and Circum- 
ſtances, wherem the Honour of the. Prince 
1s ſuppoſed to be-concernd. - But this may be- 
confidently aftirm'd, if one Prince ſhall mea-: 
ſure the obligation of his Leagues and, Trea-: 
tics: with forrain Nationsby the: Standard of- 
tis own Intereſt; and no: longer- abide by) 
them then they abide that teſt ; And-in G. 
doing juſtify himfelt by the Common. Prac-\ 
tice and Uſage of the moſt CivilſedNations1n 
al: ages, whilſt the other:1s tied up toallithe; 
nicetics & punctihos of Words heightned by: 
an Intereſſed Cafuiſt, this ſcrupulous Prince - 
will be ſubjected. to. naughty diſadvantages, . 
and: be faſt. bound whea. the . other 15 loſe.. 
Now that the. Practice and'uſage of Nations. 
has been ſuch 1s a plentiful Topic in Hiſtory,., 
and alarg Feild to.cxpatiatein,” It may. _ 
acer B: 


- 


[24] 
ficein this place ſlightly to touch ſome few 
Inſtances. "4; 


See Thur, & Henry the Fourth of -France made a League 


offenſive and defenſive with Queen E1iza- 
beth: of England and the States Gen. of the 
United” Provinces, : with Fxpreſs Covenants 
that :no one ſhould: make: Peace with Spair 
withour Conſent of both the others. | 


The Treaty was ſolemnly ratified at Paris 
with many Vows and Prateſtations made by. 
the King inthepreſence of the Earl of Shrews- 
bury: the Engliſh Ambaſſador, and repcated 
inſundry Letters under his own -hand to the 
Queen ; 'towhonyhe alſo owed a great debt 
of gratitude tor many ſignal kindneflſes, and 
ſcafonable ſupplies of Men and Moneys. Yet 
afterwards'' finding Is People tired and ex- 
haufted wich continual Wars which had laſ- 
ted Forty Years, and having good Condi- 
tions offered him. from Philip of Spain, he 

ſigmfics ro:the Queen and States his diſpoſi- 

tiontoa Peace. And though ſecretary Feit 
from'hence, and Barnevelt from the States, 
were ſent expreſly to him to confirm himin 
the League, | who ſpared not to preſs home 
X upon 


Wo 


_. Tasſ _ 
upono hint theFaith | thereof: -and:; thatinbe 

without fome ſharp expoſtulations,./Yct that 
King:excuſed:hinſelf by the.tmportany-of 
his Affairs proteſting: ithat his:rcfuſal of: @ 
Peace with Spain wouldimyoly:him w:'Gans 
motionsat: home: That the Law: of Nature 
preferid (dif preſervation; Fhat the Kiriglyote 
ficewillid his:Pedples good tiobld be the f112 
preme LawThatChnſtianDNury! required the 
{ſparing{of Chriftian Bloud.> And ſo conelus 
ded:a ſeperate Treaty at Yerims. and left the 
Queen and the Srates. to profecutt their-War 
againſb Sparks 1? die 11 & bobet 


In the Year-..1635, began: the, open map+ 
ture of:thePcace. made at#ermins;: And War 
was ſolemnly proclaimed betwixt the rwa 
Crowns of France| and.\Ypaif, Enom.; which 
time ſundry -Treaties/were;tnads berwixt 
France and. the:$tates Generel Your carrying 
ona Common War againt SpaintheiriComs 
mon- Enemy, wath :defences! ofthe: one to 
make a ſeparate Trcaty withoiur comprehene 
{10n oftheiarber;! Yer oe States” Gov; ranids 
kenedi at length: td::difoern;' that! tho Lower 
the Spdnifh Scale was depreſſed, the. higher 
that of France: would be lifted ;: Andthat 

20,” D w hule 
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whiles they: enlarged their Border uporrthe 
SpaniſbNecherlands, They fought themſelyes 
the'nearer toFrance. And'that as it was nece(- 
_ fary+for them on the one':fide to'maintain 
: Banks'for fecuring: their low Countries: a- 
gainſt Inundations of the Sea. ſo” it was as 
' necdful for themion the other ſide to! pre- 
ſerve a'Spaxi/b Barrixre ni Flanders, interpo- 
fed berwixt them. and the Impetuous - over- 
flowing torrenc of a #rexch Power. They at 
hſt embraced: the Honorable and Advanta- 
gious Conditions tendred” them, i and” Con- 
claded a Peace with Spain. Whiclk though 
France reſented, and Monſieur Servient the 
Fench Plenipotenciary at Manfter could tel 
then, ''Fhat "though. he /had bur one eye; 
he'could fee 'rhat one day they would. Re- 
pent it. Yet the States thought themſe]ves 
out of: Papillage, and: Capable - ro. Judg 
their! own ©; Concerns + 1143-\ the: laſt: reſort: 
Nor 4Ui&'they-think:t:reaſonable thac France 
ould be the ſole Arbitrator of 'Peace: and 
War, not onely for-themſelves, but for their 
. Alhes alfo: They did not exclude ;Fraxce from 
the Peace) bur Frarce would not-beIncluded:. 
And 'they conceived the French.Kingihad no 
more rcaſon to-formalife againit- them, for 
Salt v1] Cl C ons. 
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-Concluding:a ſeparate. Peace, then the Syetes 
| had to be offended with. Him, for carrying 
ona ſeparate War, which. contigued , near 
twely Years longer, -down to. the Treaty. at 
the Pirences in the Year -1659,. Both had: c- 
.qual Right of Judging and of Chuſing what 
.they Judged their proper Intereſt And C7 
jure ſuo-utitur nemini facit Injuriam. .. , 


_ Frederic the third of Denmark being con- 
federated with the Pole and Brandenburger 
againſt Seder under Stri&t defenſes of en- 
ering into a ſeparate Treaty without the in. 
cluſion of the other Allies, yet the Swediſh 
King; having made that Mixaculous March 
over the Frozen Seas into Zeland, the Dane 
impelled by the Neceſlity of his affairs, Con- 
cluded that memorable Treaty at Roſchild, 
which under the Mediation of Exzgland and 
France, ſaved Denmazk. And-his Father Chxiſ- 
tiern the fourth, had done the like in the Year 
629, when worſted by the [mperialifts; at-- 
ted be had Confederated with the Princes. of” 
Saxony Pomeren and Mecklenbtsgh, Ih. both. 
which Caſes there wasa. force put; and a—- 
Moral Neceſlity, which reſolyed_ into thus,. 
Quicquid Cogit excuſat. 
D 2. Bute 
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22 Hitt wh4t Maltwe* ſay tc tothe aforerviention 
Treat "at  the-Pirences,” "where France 'Cove- 
"nanred by Article to abandon Portugal and. 
*fend® pf mi n6' more ſuccours of - /Moneys, 
"Men," Munition, 4. - contrary” to/ former 
"Conventions with that Crown, and that ip- 
'on no Cogeney of | their Aﬀairs, for they 
were then" Ih + Ploutiſhing: Condicion;” bitin 
exchang far ſeveral adyantagious Conceſſions 
from Spain, of whichwhen Frente was inPoſ- 
Reon, "Far Article was ſoon fipcrſeded> »t 
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-F1 ' But thisis nothi ching to putpoſ; Nets 


am 1I'Willing to intlarge further, 'becauſe T 
Uig wo delign: ful Tract bur onely' a'Bricf 
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